March 8, 2026, PM Sermon - Does the Church Teach Once Saved Always Saved?

Introduction

1.

2.

Some thoughts that are crystallized into words spread like cancer (2 Tim. 2:17).
a. One such system of thought was made popular by John Calvin, a 16th Century
reformer, known as Calvinism.
b. The basic tenets of Calvinism can be remembered with the acrostic TULIP:
i. Total Hereditary Depravity/Original Sin/Adamic Sin.
ii. Unconditional Election/Predestination.
iii. Limited Atonement.
iv. Irresistible Grace.
v. Perseverance of the Saints/Once Saved Always Saved.
c. Each of these teachings depend upon one another so if one falls, the entire system
falls.
Calvinism forms the basis of a number of false teachings including:

a. “Faith only” salvation.

b. “Once saved always saved.”

c. Direct operation of the Holy Spirit in conviction and conversion of sinners.
d. “Bornsinners” / “sin nature.”

e. Infant baptism.

I. Perseverance of the Saints: Defined

Source: The Westminster Confession of Faith; Chapter 17 - Of the Perseverance of the
Saints.

They, whom God hath accepted in his Beloved, effectually called, and sanctified by his
Spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace, but shall certainly
persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved.

This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own free will, but upon the
immutability of the decree of election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love of
God the Father; upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ, the abiding
of the Spirit, and of the seed of God within them, and the nature of the covenant of grace:
from all which ariseth also the certainty and infallibility thereof.

Nevertheless, they may, through the temptations of Satan and of the world, the
prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of the means of their
preservation, fall into grievous sins; and, for a time, continue therein: whereby they incur
God’s displeasure, and grieve his Holy Spirit, come to be deprived of some measure of
their graces and comforts, have their hearts hardened, and their consciences wounded;
hurt and scandalize others, and bring temporal judgments upon themselves.
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Il. Perseverance of the Saints: Twisted Scriptures
1. John 10:28-29.
a. Christ’s sheep are those that hear His voice and follow Him (Jn. 10:27).
b. The meaning of the passage is that no other person can take away our salvation (Mt.
10:28; cf. Lk. 12:4-5).
2. 1John 3:9,5:18.
a. This cannot mean incapable of sinning as it would contradict other plain passages (1
Jn. 1:5-2:2; cf. 1 Jn. 5:16).
b. The meaning of the passage is that of practicing sin (1 Jn. 3:4-8).
Ill. Perseverance of the Saints: Refuted
1. The Galatians.
a. The Galatians were children of God (Gal. 3:26).
b. The Galatians were baptized into Christ (Gal. 3:27).
c. The Galatians were heirs according to the promise (Gal. 3:29).
d. Some of the Galatians had fallen from grace (Gal. 5:1-7).
2. JudasIscariot.

a. Judas Iscariot was chosen by Jesus as one of the twelve apostles (Jn. 6:70-71).
b. Judas Iscariot was ultimately lost (Jn. 17:12).
c. Jesussaid about Judas Iscariot that it would have been good if he had not been born
(Mt. 26:24-25).
3. The Hebrews.
a. The existence of the book itself refutes “once saved always saved” for the book of
Hebrews is designed to prevent apostasy from Christianity to dead Judaism (Heb. 2:1-
4).
b. Remember Israel (Heb. 3:6-19)?
It is possible to fall away after being enlightened or illuminated (Heb. 6:4-8, 10:32; cf.
Heb. 10:19-39).
Conclusion
1. Does the church teach once saved always saved? No.
a. Why? The Bible does not teach such a doctrine therefore it must be false because God’s
Word is truth (Jn. 17:17).
2. Letus heed the warning of an inspired apostle of Jesus Christ (1 Pt. 5:8-11).
a. Stay faithful (Rev. 2:10).
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